SJBAS Trip Report
April 4th to April 7th 2024
Blanding Edge of the Cedar’s Museum - Upper Butler Wash - Birthing Panel - Target Ruin - Tipped Over Rock – Bluff
Dr. Andy Gulliford led an intrepid group of two dutiful followers through a cold spring weekend punctuated with frequent snow flurries and sub-zero temperatures.
One of the distinct pleasures of traveling with Doctor Gulliford is his deep knowledge of Bear’s Ears, Cedar Mesa and both pre- history and current history on a variety of topics. This knowledge coupled with a distinctive ability to tell engaging, humorous and thoughtful stories makes this trip a particular joy, and one of the season’s “must do” field trips.
We started the trip on Friday with a visit to Blanding’s Edge of the Cedars Museum where Dr. Gulliford pointed out highlights of the extensive and well-presented exhibits of particular interest including a rare and extraordinarily beautiful macaw feather sash from the Basket Maker I period, found in cave site with activities suggesting circa AD 750 to 950. The sash was removed from the site without analysis of any associated artifacts, so it is hard to date the artifact, with guesses closer to 1200 AD. The feathers from a scarlet macaw demonstrate that the Ancestral Puebloans had an extensive trading network.
An art exhibit in the lower level presented 30 computer generated color images of graphical representations of the inside of many of Cedar Mesa sites (conducted with permission of the BLM – allowing the artist to enter sites and with sophisticated scanners) which compelled Thomas Polich to purchase one of the exhibit’s works. It is now on display at his home.
We then travelled in three vehicles (two 4Runners – one of which suffered a dead battery early Saturday morning and the other proved very useful on the road into Birthing Panel) to the Butler Wash Campground and set up camp. As afternoon descended to nightfall, we spent a great deal of time inside Tom’s 1985 VW Bus - the swivel captain chairs makes for a nice living room out of the weather which was a blustery driving freezing cold snow and 30 - 40 mph winds. When we woke up in the morning, water left outside was a frozen solid block.
Doctor Gulliford walked us to an unmarked hilltop Pueblo site near the campground and pointed out elements of this unexcavated site. W then drove south on the Butler Wash Rd. (.5 mi) then cross-country hiked through snowy conditions up the canyon (1.5 mi hike) to the north to Target Ruin, a spectacularly well preserved cliff dwelling. Doctor Gulliford commented that it is probably the earliest and best preserved example of a Cliff dwelling habitation likely dating to as early as 700 AD.
We then went to Ballroom Cave. Because we were on an official SJBAS trip we looked around and just north of Ballroom Cave we found extensive vandalism immediately adjacent to a Basketmaker site. We found a variety of graffiti images including swastikas made from charcoal. A Basketmaker cist was only a few feet away. Andy took photos and reported this to the BLM with no less than seven emails back and forth confirming the vandalism and thanking us for both reporting it and sending photos.
On Sunday, we drove South towards the Moki Dugway turning at the top of the Dugway to the north and west and hiking in to Birthing Panel. A difficult access with magnificent views down into the Goosenecks. Petroglyphs include Glen Canyon Lineal and animal tracks on a horizontal stone. 
Sunday afternoon, we drove and hiked to the northwest to examine Tipped-Over Rock, with its two directional works of both Glen Canyon and Archaic petroglyphs and other massive rocks exhibiting hundreds of works. On one, Doctor Gulliford pointed out a second birthing panel and fertility effigy with clear sexual connotations and copulation. We ended our field trip at Gulliver's (misspelling intentional) house in Bluff looking north into the Cottonwood Wash area speculating on a future trip there later in the season and sipping on a well-deserved Corona and Planter’s Mixed Nuts, which are, of course, Andy's favorite.
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