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The next meeting of the San Juan Basin Archaeological Society, our local chap ter
of the Colorado Archaeological S ociety, will be on Thursday, May 8th, and will

commence at 7:00 PM. This will be held at Fort Lewis College's Center of

Southwest Studies, in Room 120 (the Lyceum), our usual meeting place. The gath -
ering will be highlighted by a lecture by Larry Nordby, a retired National Park
Service archaeologist, who many of our members met during his long years as a

research specialist at Mesa Verde. Mr Nordby will discuss "Cliff Dwellings: Ar -

chaeology from the Ground Up", a talk concerning the famous puebloan structu res
S0 common in our region, such as those at Mesa Verde National Park, the Tonto and

Navajo National Monuments of Arizona, the Gila Cliff Dwellings of New Mexi co, and
the abundant canyons of the Ute Tribal Park and southeastern Utah. Be cause of

theirre  markable degree of preservation in sheltered alcoves, these picturesque

architectural features provide considerable information regarding the lives,

culture and social activities of those Native Americans who inhabit ed the
Southwest during the lith throug h 13th Centuries. This talk should be of special
interest to those many members of our group who go on our chapter's outings and

have visited so many of these unique habitations.

We have an exciting field trip
scheduled for Friday, May 16th
(note the dat e change from

that listed in our "2008

Tentative Outings Schedule”
leaflet); this will be a day
trip to the famous Toadlena

Trading Post in northwestern
New Mexico, on the east side of
the Chuska Mountains. Toadlena
(Navajo for "Water Bubbling

Up") is one of the older

trading posts of the South -
west. Originally establish ed
by Merritt and Bob Smith in
1909 and subsequently operated

by George Bloom - field, Fred
Carson, and several other

Indian trad ers, it is now

owned by

Mark Winter, who has faithfully resto red the interior in a manner that main tains
the historic atmosphere of an old time trading post. In addition to ope rating the
post to serve area residents and visitors, Mr Winter has created a " museum that
highlights the work of the weavers of the region . The Two Gray Hills weaving

collection that forms the basis of the museum exhibits has been in the making for
many years under Winter's direction, and is one of the finest of such displays

ever assembled. Trip leaders Ralph and Jan Blanchard have schedule d a special tour

of the post and museum, which will be followed by lunch and then an easy hike to

nearby ruins, and a visit to a Navajo weaver in her hogan may also be included in

our itinerary. Our group will carpool and de part from Durango's Santa Rita Park at
7:00 AM, and return late that after noon; local grandmothers (when advised in

advance) will prepare a lunch ($15) for those who do not intend to bring their own.
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