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The San Juan Basin Archaeol ogi cal Society, our chapter of the Col orado Archae-

ol ogi cal Society, usually neets on the second Thursday of each nonth, but our next
gathering will be an exception —this will be on the third Thursday, June 19th. And,
Instead of a neeting featuring the customary |ecture, our group will celebrate the
com ng of summer by substituting a gournet affair: our 25th annual summer picnic,

wi ener roast, and super-special whing-ding! This will comrence at 5:00 PM and will
take place at the historic Fort Lewis canpus a few niles south of Hesperus, The

pi cnic grounds are on the site of the former 1881-1891 nilitary establishnent, now
the honme of the San Juan Basin Agricultural Research Center. As in previous years,
we' Il have a sem-potluck supper; the chapter officers, with financial assistance
fromour chapter treasury or contributions, will provide an anple supply of hot
dogs, sausages and buns, plus disposable tabl eware and condi ments, and the rest of
us can bring whatever goes well wth an ol d-fashioned picnic. To avoid having too
many people bring too nuch of the same sort of thing, we suggest that those nenbers
whose | ast nanmes begin with an A through G bring salads; those in the Hthrough M
range mght bring desserts; and those N through Z people could bring a vegetable

di sh. And as many of you as possible are encouraged to bring drinks —w ne or

| enronade or ice tea or whatever —to share with the gang. And .we can always use a
few fol ding chairs, although we understand that a supply of chairs and tables will
be available at the picnic area. Please call Bev Daniel son (970-358-2594) or Eliane
Vi ner (970-382-2594) if you plan to attend this function, so that they can know how
much food may be needed? they can al so answer any questions that you may have
regarding the picnic plans or location. They would al so wel come the help of a few
volunteers to assist with the food preparation or table setups. w. e do hope that as
many of. our nenbers as possible, along with their famlies, friends, and
prospective new chapter nernbers, will attend this yearly event; it's a great way to
becone acquainted wth the newer nenbers of our organization and to introduce
outsiders to our chapter, as well as to have an informal social bash as a suppl enent
to our many excursions, work projects, and other sonewhat nmore serious
archaeol ogi cal activities. .

Victorio and the Mescal ero Apaches Field Trip

June, as always, will be a busy nonth for our group. In addition to the w ener
roast, there will be three field trips on our nonth's schedule, plans for sone of
whi ch may be discussed at the picnic. The first of these outings will be on June
3rd (Tuesday) through June 7th (Saturday), and will be the "Victorio and the

Mescal ero Apaches" trip that is being organized by Paul and Beverly Dittrmer. Details
regardi ng what we expect to see and do on this visit to the historical . past were
provided in previous issues of the Mdki Messenger, and at previous chapter

nmeetings. If you would like to go on this five-day excursion, and have not already
signed the roster and made your down paynent and reservations, you nmight call the
Dittmers (970-375-9568 or 817-421-1496) and ask if there are places still available.



John’s Canyon Field Trip

Qur second June outing, to take place (weather permtting) on the weekend of June

14/ 15th, will be a car-canping affair, and will be a tour of the upper, forks of Uah's
Johns Canyon. This is planned as a followup to our chapter's 2007 trip, a journey
during which we explored and searched 'for rock art panels in the mddle portion of
this deep and awesome canyon conplex. Trip participation, because of certain
logistical factors, will belinmted to ten nenbers, with preference given to those
who went on our previous Johns Canyon trip. The area to be visited this year
cont ai ns an abundance of cliff dwellings and other Anasazi structures, in contrast
to the 2007 excursion, which focused upon petrogl yphs and vi ews of spectacul ar
canyon scenery can be expected. But do note: a certain amount of fairly strenuous
rock scranbling will take place, high-clearance 4WD vehicles will be needed, and there
are no notels in Johns Canyon —sorry about that! Participants will depart from
Durango's Santa Rita Park at 8:30 Saturday norning, and should bring the usua
canpi ng gear, plus food and lots of water —it's dry out there in June! Plans for
this excursion were discussed at our last nmeeting; if you should wi sh nore
informati on about this trip, and about signing the roster, you can call trip |eader
John Sanders (970-259-0841).

Sunmmer Sol stice Cel ebration at Chaco Canyon

Qur third excursion of this nonth, a special treat for those SIJBAS nenbers who

are interested in archaeoastronony,, will be a sunmer solstice celebration at

Chaco Canyon's Casa Rinconada on Saturday norning, June 21st. In addition to

Wi tnessing a calendrical solar display on that date (participants should plan

to be at the loop road gate, near the Chaco Visitor Center, between 5:30 and

6:00 AM, there will be sunrise nusic and dances provi ded by people from Acona
Puebl o, possibly a canpfire and guest speaker on Friday evening, and hi kes and
other activities on the weekend. Trip, organizer |rene Wanner suggests that, be
cause of limted canping places in the park, those who wish to canp should plan

to arrive early on Friday norning, or perhaps even on Thursday norning, in order to
find or share a place in the Chaco canpground; otherwise a truly early departure
from Durango or Farmington will be required in order to see the solstice sunrise.
Ri ch Robi nson (970-259-1943) can furnish nore information about the plans for this
trip, and will bring a sign-up sheet to our w ener roast; and you can al so contact
Irene (575-829-3357 or iwannerflmyuw net) for details regarding the trip agenda and
i nformation concerning canping facilities in the park or nearby

Field Trips Notes

A note regarding our field trips: we've already had several very worthwhile
outings this year, and of course we've had many nore in previous years. Mich
credit for these highly educational ventures, which have taught us so nuch
about the prehistory of our region, nmust go to those hard-working people who
have volunteered to | ead these excursions. But don't forget: we also owe a
great deal of thanks to Rich Robinson, Chairman of the SIBAS Trip Commttee,
who has done such a splendid job of scheduling and coordinating these various
journeys to the past!

Silverton Hillside Cenmetery Wrk Day

Each summer a nunber of our people join the menbers of the Silverton Hi storica
Society with their Hllside Cenetery Wrk Day, as listed below. A feature of this
project will be the brown bag |uncheon at the Beaber's home, where one or nore
participants will give talks regarding the nminers and mining history of our area.
So, if you don't plan to attend the sol stice cerenony at Chaco, why don't you plan
to help our Silverton friends with this cleanup project?



IT'STHAT TIME!!
The Fifteenth Annual
Silverton Hillside Cemetery Volunteer Work Day

Saturday, June 21, 2008
10:00-Noon

Sugg_ested toolsto bring: (BE SURE TO PUT YOUR NAME ON THEM!) Limbloppers,
hand-held clippers, shovels, rakes, pruning saws, soft brushes, rags, plastic or wooden tools
for scraping tombstones (no metal), plastic bags.

}Nearrﬂwnscreen, work gloves, hat, tough shoes, and don't forget your picnic
unch!

When parking, be sure to leave room for vehicles to drive through.

Jobs waiting include gathering and dragging branches to the road, picking up
trash and broken glass, placing fourteen donated tombstones, leveling and
straightening tombstones, filling in sunken areas. There are always lots of small
aspens to be thinned out and low-growing tree branchesto "lop".

We always need "supervisors' for help in registering our volunteers, and if YOU
like, just watching the others work! Everyone is more than welcome - well

find something for you to do.  Bring alawn chair to sit inwhile supervising,
and it will also comein handy for our picniclunch.

Following the work session, we'll adjourn to the Beabers back yard to eat the
lunch you didn't forget. If you have any "cemetery stories' or if you have
relatives or friends buried at Hillside, please share your thoughts and memories
of those loved ones with the rest of the group.

For additional information contact: Freda Peterson 387-5734 or Mary Beaber
387-5360



Qur chapter' s mid-May trip to the eastern flank of the Chuska Muntains of New
Mexi co was a delightful excursion —good springtine weather, a good variety of,
things to see and do, and a good turn-out of chapter nenbers. Before visiting

the century-old Toadl ena Tradi ng Post our host Mark Wnter, owner of the historic
establishnment, and his tour assistant Linda Larouche, took us to a large

Anasazi ruin near Newconb, the unexcavated remains of one of the several Chacoan
outliers of the area that provided the nassive tinbers that were used at

Puebl o Bonito and Chetro Ketl. Qur group were then invited to visit a nearby
Navaj o hogan, the home of naster weaver' Virginia Peal and her son Roger, where
we were shown one of her ongoing projects, a Two Gay Hills rug that was stil

on the loom After a lucid discussion of Virginia's prize-w nning weaving

t echni ques, our people proceeded to the Toadl ena Post and Miseum where we saw a
truly magnificent display of Navajo textiles, a collection highlighted by
docurrent ed exanpl es of rugs made during various periods of the 20th Century and
primarily of the Two Gay Hlls type. Then, after an al fresco lunch of Navajo
tacos and waternel on on the post veranda, the know edgeable Clay Powell gave

our menbers a tal k regarding Navajo silversmthing and jewelry, acconmpani ed by
an extensive display of the sane. This interesting day-trip was organi zed by
Ral ph Bl anchard —nany thanks for your good work, Ral ph! .

On the day followi ng our Toadl ena excursion a small group of indefatigable chapter
nmenbers drove to the Farm ngton area, where - as an element of New Mexico's Historic
Preservation Month - we were given a private and very special tour of the huge and
guite scenic Tom Bol ack Ranch. Qur guide was San Juan Col | ege archaeol ogi st Li nda
Wheel barger, who has been (with the assistance of her field class students)
surveyi ng and excavating Anasazi sites in several portions of this 10,000-acre

tract in the San Juan River valley. This was a delightful and informative foll owup
to our Toadlena trip. We just wish that nore of our nenbers coul d have taken
advantage of this opportunity to visit this private archaeol ogi cal preserve.

W al so had an exciting several-day trip to Santa Fe and its vicinity later in the
nonth, an excursion primarily focusing upon sites of the Pueblo IV (1300-1700)
period, pn the first day of this outing, May 22nd, our group was net by Bureau of
Land" Managenent archaeol ogi st Paul WIllians, who led a tour of the La Cieneguilla
Ruin, a huge adobe pueblo near the Santa Fe River. This structure had, to a

consi derabl e extent, weathered down into a relatively shapel ess col | ection of

el ongat ed nmounds, a small nunber of which were excavated by Nels Nelson in 1912. The
pueblo was a thriving Indian community in the years prior to the Pueblo Revolt of
1680, and in historic tinmes was a paraje, or overnight stop, for travelers on the
Cami no Real between Santa Fe and Mexico. Paul then took our group to the nearby
Ceneguilla Ciffs preserve, an unusually extensive series of petroglyph panels on
BLM Il and along the edge of a lava flow. The display of Puebloan rock art at this
site was quite inpressive, with its wide variety of figures and synbols sonewhat
simlar to those found at the better-known Petroglyph Park west of Al buquerque but
perhaps of even greater quantity with a notable profusion of the hunpbacked and
horny flute players sonetimes call ed "Kokopellis".

On the following norning our people toured Pecos National Mnunent, where our

vol unt eer gui de Wendy Hartman explained the role that this Upper Pecos Valley pueblo
served as a trading center frequented by both Rio Gande farners and the buffal o
hunting tribes of the plains until its inhabitants were driven out by bellicose
Comanches. This Pecos visit was followed by an afternoon tour under the gui dance of
archaeol ogi st Don Pettigrew, of a neighboring site, the Arrowhead Pueblo. This was
one of the several 18th Century communities that |ater coal esced with ot her
settlenents to formthe regional trade establishnent at Pecos.

May 24th, the final day of this excursion, was spent exploring a portion of the
Cochiti area west of Santa Fe, where our group clinbed a high and scenic ridge near
Canada de Cochiti Creek and studied the sprawling Kuapa Ruin, an interconnected
group of room bl ocks, kivas, plazas and other features of PIV age. This site,
argely unexcavated, featured a relatively sophisticated but hand-built acequia
systemin the valley below the settlenent, and included what appeared to be a later
Spani sh col onial hacienda and its associated plaza and corral. Qur guide on this

| ast portion of the three-day trip was David Eck, New Mexico State archaeol ogi st,
who provided a copious anount of hel pful information about the significance of what
we saw at Kuapa.



Azt ec Ruins Tal ks

We've just received a list of nore talks that will be given at the Aztec Ruins
Nat i onal Monument Visitor Center as a feature of that institution's Sumrer 2008
Presentation Series. These should be of much interest to our nenbers, the price
is right (admssionis free!), and all comrence at 7:00 PMm On Thursday eveni ng,
June 5th, anthropologist Carnelita Topaha, of Farmington's San Juan College, wll
di scuss "The Navaho Landscape and its Contexts". Ruth Van Dyke, of Bi nghanton
University, will tell us about "The Chaco Experience: Landscape and | deol ogy at
the Center Place" on Thursday, June 12th. And on Thursday, June 26th, astronomner
Ann Oaen will explain "How to Recogni ze Sout hwestern Archaeo-astronon cal
Features", a talk that should be especially fascinating. If for any reason any of
these prograns are cancelled, they will be replaced by ranqger-guided tours of
portions of the sprawling Aztec Ruins conplex. During this time of high gasoline
prices, it would be expedient for the Col orado nenbers of our chapter to arrange
to carpool to Aztec if they wish to hear these interesting talks; you m ght
contact Richard Robinson (970-259-1943)about this.

[ n Menoriam

Wth deep regret we report the loss of long-time CAS/ SIBAS nenber Kathy Fritch,
who —after a long and valiant battle —succunbed to cancer |ast May 5th. Kathy and
her husband Don joi ned our chapter shortly after it received its charter, and
until her activities were curtailed by illness, she was one of our nost
enthusiastic and active menbers, helping with a nunber of our vol unteer projects
and participating in our field excursions. She will be greatly missed by Don and
her tamly, and by her many, many good friends.



