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January SJBAS Meeting  
 

 The January meeting will be held in the Ly-
ceum, Southwest Center at FLC, 7:00 p.m.  The 
speaker will be Charles Riggs, discussing Houses 
of the Holy: New Perspectives on Kivas at the Pigg 
Site.  Charles, an Associate Professor of Anthro-
pology at FLC, received his Ph.D. from the U of 
Ariz in 1999.  He is a Registered Professional Ar-
chaeologist whose area of expertise is Southwest 
archaeology, with emphases on prehistoric archi-
tecture, migration, GIS-based approaches, public 
education, Native American collaboration, and cul-
tural resource management. He has conducted 
fieldwork and research throughout Arizona and in 
southern California, New Mexico, and Colorado. 
 Charles believes strongly in experiential 
education and regularly offers off-campus courses 
at the Pigg Site and in places such as Chaco Can-
yon and Mesa Verde National Park.  Charles also 
serves as the faculty mentor for anthropology stu-
dents in FLCôs Mesa Verde, Chimney Rock, and 
Crow Canyon summer internship programs.  He 
directs the anthropology departmentôs Cultural Re-
source Management Certificate Program. 
 For three summers (2002 through 2004) he 
was assistant director of the U of Arizôs field school 
in Heritage Preservation. He has actively published 
his own research, presenting papers at both na-
tional meetings and regional conferences. He has 
given informal presentations of his research at the 
Four Corners Speaker Series and to the staff at the 
Crow Canyon.  His book, The Architecture of 
Grasshopper Pueblo, was published by the U of 
Utah Press.  He has published articles in the Jour-
nal of Archaeological Research and the journal 
Kiva.  Charles was awarded a grant by the Colo-
rado State Historical fund for the years 2007-2009 
to conduct excavations at the Pigg Site, a compo-
nent of the Lowry Community in Southwest CO.  

SJBAS TRIPS  
 

Anasazi Heritage Center , January 22.  A day 
trip.  Presentation by Fred Blackburn about the 
Wetherill Collection.  He will show items from 
the collection.  A restaurant lunch in Dolores; 
participation limit of 20.  Trip leader: Diane 
Skinner, 247-0849, skinnerkatz@durango.net. 
 

The Senate Room , Fort Lewis College, Febru-
ary 11.  A day trip prior to scheduled monthly 
meeting.  Trip leaders: Peggy Morris and Den-
nis Lopez, 382-8688, sipau_72@q.com. 
 

Salmon and Aztec National Monument Ru-
ins , February 19.  Day trip to both Bloomfield 
and Aztec to view architecture of Salmon Ru-
ins and the Chaco influence.  Lunch at a local 
restaurant; participation limit of 15.  Trip 
leader: Bruce Howard, 385-4539, bruce-
howard@frontier.net;   
 

Tombstone, Sierra Vista, Other Activities , 
March 4-8.  Meet in Tombstone, AZ late for ex-
tended trip to museums, forts, battlefields, 
mines, mills, and much more.  Learn about the 
history of Southern Arizona; options to stay 
longer.  Trip leaders: Gail and Marlo Schulz 
946-5234, mschulz@frontier.net.    



 Sixty-nine guests enjoyed our annual Christmas party and celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the San Juan Basin Archaeological Soci-
ety in the Ballroom of Fort Lewis College 
on the cold night of Thursday, December 
10, 2009.  Guests enjoyed appetizers, 
wine, dinner, and a very informative pres-
entation by John Sanders of the events 
leading to the formation of our club, and 
the history, projects, and accomplishments 
of the club over the last 30 years.  Guy 
Tomberlin and Jill Tripp shared some of 
their memories of the early days of the 
club.  John Viner presented John and Jill 
with copies of the original SJBAS charter 
application from April 1979.  The original 
has been presented to the Center of 
Southwest Studies for preservation. John 
and Jill are charter members, and we are 
grateful to them for their vision in creating 
a club so many of us have enjoyed for so many years.  Their words recalled many memories, good 

friends and adventures shared through the years.  We 
look forward to many more years of the same. Ann 
Butler from the Durango Herald covered this 30

th
 anni-

versary event and featured our organization in her 
"Neighbors" column on Saturday, December 12, 2009. 
 President Any Gulliford presented John Sand-
ers with a birthday cake complete with 89 candles, 
which John blew out on the first try!  Andy also hon-
ored long-time member 95 year old Bob Beers.  Bud 
Beebe showed the work of his pottery workshop stu-
dents. A drawing was held for door prizes.  The slate 
of officers as presented for 2010 was elected. Field 
trip chairman Richard Robinson told us about the ex-
citing upcoming 2010 field trips.  The evening ended 

with a fine presentation by Lyle 
Hancock of photos from our 
2009 field trips. 
 Vice-presidents Bil l 
Cagle and Gail Schulz want to 
thank everyone who volun-
teered and helped in many dif-
ferent ways to make this cele-
bration so pleasurable for eve-
ryone.  We could not have 
done this without all of you. 
 
By Gail Schultz  

SJBAS Christmas & 30 th  Anniversary Party  
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